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Abstract

This article explains the variations in foreign diplomatic presence in the U.S. from 1980 to 2000 as a function of the national
capabilities of and spatial relationship among nations. We decompose spatial effect into three measures: spatial proximity, spatial
dependence, and spatial heterogeneity. We found significant spatial dependence both in the diplomatic interaction and capabilities of
nations. Spatial variation in foreign diplomatic presence was adequately explained by national capabilities of U.S. diplomatic partners
from 1980 to 1992. However, after 1992, international power distribution alone could no longer fully explain the spatial variations in
the foreign diplomatic presence in the U.S.. Spatial effect must be taken into account when explaining the variations in the foreign
diplomatic presence in the U.S..
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