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2022 CPGIS President and BOD members Election 
 

List of Nominees 

1. Presidential Nominees: 

• Min Chen, Nanjing Normal University, China 

• Yongze Song, Curtin University, Australia 

  

2. BOD Nominees: 

• Tao Hu, Oklahoma State University, USA 

• Ziqi Li, University of Glasgow, UK 

• Lu Liang, University of North Texas, USA 

• Shaohua Wang, International Research Center of Big Data for Sustainable  

Development Goals, China 

• Siqin Wang, University of Tokyo, Japan 

• Manzhu Yu, Pennsylvania State University, USA 

• Guiming Zhang, University of Denver, USA 

• Di Zhu, University of Minnesota, USA 

• Rui Zhu, Institute of High Performance Computing (IHPC), Singapore 

 

3. Student BOD Candidates: 

• Qingqing Chen, University at Buffalo, USA 

• Jiaxin Du, Texas A&M University, USA 

• Weixuan Lyu, University of Connecticut, USA 

• Yikang Wang, University College London, UK 

• Meiliu Wu, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 

• Yiming Zhang, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, USA 

 

*Note that candidates are listed in alphabetical order according to their family 
names. 
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Presidential Nominees 
 

 

Min Chen, Ph.D. 

Professor 
School of Geography 
Vice Director of the Key Lab of VGE (Ministry of Education of 
PRC) 
Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, 210023, China 
Email: chenmin0902@njnu.edu.cn 
 

 

Min Chen is a Professor and the Vice Director of the Key Lab of VGE (Ministry of 
Education of PRC) at Nanjing Normal University. He is the executive editor of Annals 
of GIS (2019-), an education committee member of CPGIS (2021-), an editorial board 
member of the CPGIS book series, and was a BOD member of CPGIS (2018-2020). 
On behalf of Nanjing Normal University, he has been the co-organizer of CPGIS annual 
conferences many times. With his efforts, Annals of GIS has been indexed in ESCI and 
has a mock impact factor of 5.0 (hopefully to be indexed in SCI soon). He has served 
important roles in international organizations, such as the Fellow of iEMSs and RGS 
(with IBG), the Vice-President of iEMSs, the Chair of the Modeling Geographic System 
Committee of IGU, the Co-Chair of Education and Capacity Building for Digital Earth 
committee of ISDE, the Chair of the Young Scientist Working Group in AGA, and the 
secretary and treasurer of AAG GIScience Group. He has won some awards, such as 
the “Waldo Tobler Young Researcher Award” in GIScience by the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences, the First Prize in Natural Science by the Ministry of Education of PRC, the 
Grand Prize of Progress award in Chinses Geographic Information Technology, the 
2021 top ten research advances in Chinese geographical science, the 2021 Global 
Frontier Science and Technology Young Scientist, the Youth Science and Technology 
Award of Jiangsu Province, the Youth science and technology award in the 
Geographical Society of China. He has published 150+ journal papers, including those 
in Science, PNAS, and Earth-Science Reviews. 

 

Election Statement 
I am profoundly honored and grateful for the confidence placed in me by my 
nomination as President of the CPGIS. As a 10-year member and former board member 
of the CPGIS, as well as a current education committee member and Executive Editor 
of Annals of GIS (the CPGIS’s journal), I have contributed significantly to the 
organization of yearly conferences and the development of the journal’s influence. It is 

mailto:chenmin0902@njnu.edu.cn
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worth mentioning that the Annals of GIS has been indexed by ESCI and is expected to 
be indexed by SCI in the near future, consequently becoming a landmark publication 
in GIScience. 

If elected President, I will not only strive to increase further the international influence 
of the CPGIS and the Annals of GIS, but I will also promote the development and 
collaboration of all CPGIS members. Concurrently, I will investigate potential future 
roadmaps for the CPGIS Association. The specifics are listed below.  

First, I will utilize my academic and collaboration resources in other academic 
organizations to expand CPGIS’s global reach and offer new partnership options (e.g., 
iEMSs, IGU, ISDE, OMF, AGA, and CSDMS). This will assist the CPGIS in receiving 
an influx of fresh ideas and development strategies, as well as expanding its 
international presence outside North America and China. 

Second, I will place greater focus on organizing academic conferences and seminars on 
GIScience theory and methodology, as well as pondering the future directions of 
GIScience with CPGIS members, as I have in the past with some of our members 
(related reviews and thoughts have published in IJGIS and the Innovation). These will 
serve to define the endogenous power of GIScience in the new era and overcome its 
constraints as a tool and marginal discipline, so contributing to the association’s 
sustainable development and growth. 

Third, the association's primary objective is to promote the growth of all members, 
especially students and junior faculty members. In terms of building and nurturing these 
members of the CPGIS, I will strengthen their ties with senior members and experts by 
organizing events and seminars to fulfill the goal of "old leading new." In addition, I 
will make use of the Open Geographic Modeling and Simulation (OpenGMS) platform 
developed by my research team as a medium for them to highlight their academic 
achievements to increase their visibility further. OpenGMS has established itself as a 
landmark among geographic modeling platforms in China, as well as one of the well-
known geographic modeling platforms in the world. I think it could give our GIScience 
workers a brand-new way to talk to each other and work together. 

Fourth, I will continue to enhance the international impact of the Annals of GIS and 
collaborate with the journal’s editorial board to make it a landmark publication for the 
GIScience field. In addition to focusing on the development of the journal’s quality, I 
will also attempt to link it closely with CPGIS activities, such as hosting seminars, 
special issues, and academic contests, so that the development of the association and 
the journal can complement one another. 

Thankfully, the pandemic prevention and management of COVID-19 is now dynamic 
and precise, especially in China. This has enhanced our gathering opportunities. The 
success of the 2022 Annual Academic Conference on Geographic Modeling and 
Geographic Information Analysis, jointly organized by the Chinese Geographical 
Society and Nanjing Normal University, has inspired me to organize more large-scale 
offline academic conferences and events during my presidency. I look forward to 
meeting with all CPGIS scholars, students, and partners! 
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Yongze Song, Ph.D. 

Senior Lecturer/Associate Professor 
Curtin University, Australia. 
Kent Street, Bentley, Perth, WA 6102, Australia 
Email: yongze.song@curtin.edu.au 
 

 

Yongze Song is a Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) and Doctorial Supervisor at 
Curtin University, Australia. He received PhD degree from Curtin University 
(Outstanding, top 0.1% globally), and Bachelor's (Outstanding, top 1%) and Master's 
(Outstanding, top 1%) degrees from China University of Geosciences (Beijing). He is 
a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, UK, and a Committee Member of the 
International Association for Mathematical Geosciences. He is an Editorial Board 
Member for 7 international journals, including GIScience & Remote Sensing, iScience, 
Annals of GIS, etc. He published over 50 Q1 journal articles, including 4 Highly Cited 
Papers. He developed 8 open-access software with over 100,000 downloads globally. 
He is a recipient of the Global Top 10 Young Scientist Award and the Australian 
Location Data National First Prize. He developed the second-dimension spatial 
association, geographically optimal similarity, generalized heterogeneity model, 
optimal parameters-based geographical detector, segment regression kriging, etc. 

 

Election Statement 
“To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often.” --- Winston Churchill 

Part I. Leadership 

I have strong leadership skills in international academic societies, editorial experience 
for international academic journals, and serving international conferences. I am highly 
interested in this position, and my leadership and service experience will enable me to 
succeed in this position. 

(1) International academic societies. 

I am a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society (RGS-IBG), United Kingdom; a 
Committee Member of the International Association for Mathematical Geosciences 
(IAMG); and a Member of the International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote 
Sensing (ISPRS), WG IV/2. I have extensive collaboration experience with other 
international academic societies, including the American Association of Geographers 
(AAG), the Association of Geographic Information Laboratories in Europe (AGILE), 

mailto:yongze.song@curtin.edu.au
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the Pacific GIS & Remote Sensing Council (PGRSC), etc. 

(2) Editorial works for academic journals. 

I am an Editorial Board Member of 7 international journals, including Annals of GIS 
(CPGIS official journal), GIScience & Remote Sensing (IF 6.238), iScience (Cell Press, 
IF 6.107), Remote Sensing (IF 5.349), etc.; and a Guest Editor for 6 international 
journals, such as International Journal of Applied Earth Observation and 
Geoinformation (IF 7.672), Science of Remote Sensing, etc.  

(3) International conferences.  

I worked as a Chair of committees or sessions, Keynote Speaker, Scientific Program 
Committee Member, and Journal Coordinator for over 10 international conferences, 
including the conferences of AAG, ISPRS, IAMG, AGILE, and PGRSC, and the 
Australasian Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence, etc.  

Part II. Visions and targets 

I have the vision to promote CPGIS to a society with a broader impact worldwide. To 
achieve this vision, if elected, I will deliver the following practical works according to 
the targets of diversity, change, and impact.    

Tasks: 

Task 1: To establish CPGIS 2041 Targets (CPGIS 50 years). Promote CPGIS to one 
of the most impactful international academic societies in Earth Sciences.  

Task 2: To develop a public “Guide of Application and Approval Process (GAAP)” 
to improve engagement and management. (1) GAAP applies to the management of 
committees, working groups, and local sections. (2) The applicants submit a one-page 
and two-year proposal for the activities. (3) The Board, Council, and representatives 
approve or reject the proposals. If elected, details of GAAP will be developed. 

Task 3: To establish 100 CPGIS local sections worldwide in five years, including 
at least 10 local sections in the first year. The local sections will be established 
according to the GAAP to improve diversity.  

Task 4: To streamline and restructure the committees. Committees will be 
restructured according to the GAAP to improve engagement and enhance connections 
with international societies in relevant fields.  

Task 5: To establish working groups. The current committees focusing on specific 
research topics should be reorganised as working groups. Working groups should be 
established according to the GAAP.  

Targets: 

Target 1: Diversity.  

If elected, I will endeavour to improve the diversity of CPGIS by providing more 
opportunities (1) to researchers from diverse regions outside China and North America, 
including Europe, Oceania, Asia, South America, and Africa; (2) to the new generation, 
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including students and early career researchers, into CPGIS activities; and (3) to show 
non-traditional outputs, including original creative works, open-access software, web-
GIS story maps and dashboards, events, and public and industrial exhibitions. 

Target 2: Change.  

If elected, I will endeavour to (1) develop a public “Guide of Application and Approval 
Process (GAAP)” to improve the engagement of CPGIS members and effective 
management of CPGIS, and (2) effectively reform the organisation through 
streamlining and restructuring the committees, improving the connections with 
international societies in relevant fields, and establishing working groups.   

Target 3: Impact.  

If elected, I will endeavour to promote CPGIS to one of the most influential 
organisations in Earth Sciences worldwide.  

Part III. My story with CPGIS 

I have been actively engaged in CPGIS activities since 2018 as a member, including (1) 
Board Member elections in 2018 and 2020, (2) working as an Editorial Board Member 
of the CPGIS official journal “Annals of GIS” and developing a special issue in this 
journal, (3) the 30th Anniversary of the Founding of CPGIS, (4) joining seminars, such 
as sharing in GISalon, and joining the Discussion with Professor Paul Longley Keynote 
at Geoinformatics, and (5) providing publication opportunities in CPGIS social media. 
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BOD Nominees 
 

• Tao Hu, Oklahoma State University, USA 

• Ziqi Li, University of Glasgow, UK 

• Lu Liang, University of North Texas, USA 

• Shaohua Wang, International Research Center of Big Data for Sustainable  

     Development Goals, China 

• Siqin Wang, University of Tokyo, Japan 

• Manzhu Yu, Pennsylvania State University, USA 

• Guiming Zhang, University of Denver, USA 

• Di Zhu, University of Minnesota, USA 

• Zhu Rui, Institute of High Performance Computing (IHPC), Singapore 

 

 

Tao Hu, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor 
Department of Geography 
Oklahoma State University 
324 Social Sciences and Humanities Building, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma 74078 
Email: tao.hu@okstate.edu 
 

Dr. Tao Hu is an Assistant Professor at Department of Geography at Oklahoma State 
University. Before joining OSU, he was a postdoctoral research fellow at the Center for 
Geographic Analysis of Harvard University and the Department of Geography at Kent 
State University. He received PhD degree in Cartography and Geographic Information 
System from Wuhan University in 2015. Dr. Hu’s primary research interest is applying 
geospatial analytics to address public health challenges, such as access to health care 
services, public opinion towards healthcare (e.g., vaccine), and health disparities in the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He has published more than 50 peer-review articles and many of 
them were in top-tier international journals in GIScience and public health fields. There 
are two publications that are among the top 1% of highly cited papers and two COVID-
19-related studies were reported in the media, including Public Health Post, The 
Atlantic, and EurekAlert!. 

 
 
 

mailto:tao.hu@okstate.edu
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Ziqi Li, Ph.D. 

Lecturer/Assistant Professor 
Department and institution, School of Geographical and Earth 
Sciences  
University of Glasgow 
Molema 512, Lilybank Gardens, Hillhead, Glasgow G12 8RZ, 
UK. Email: Ziqi.Li@glasgow.ac.uk 
 

Ziqi Li is a Lecturer/Assistant Professor in the School of Geographical and Earth 
Sciences at the University of Glasgow, UK. Before joining Glasgow, he was a Visiting 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography and GIS at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He holds a PhD in Geography from Arizona State 
University and a BEng in Remote Sensing from Wuhan University. Ziqi’s research 
interests broadly center on GIScience, spatial analysis and modelling, machine learning 
and their applications. He is a primary developer of the multi-scale geographically 
weighted regression model (MGWR). He has received multiple prestigious awards, 
including the Post-doctoral Enrichment Award from the Alan Turing Institute (UK), the 
J. Warren Nystrom Award from AAG, and the John Odland Award from the Spatial 
Analysis and Modelling group of AAG. He is also the current Secretary of the 
GIScience Research Group at the Royal Geographical Society. Based in the UK, he 
hopes to serve the growing CPGIS community in the UK and Europe. 

 

Lu Liang, Ph.D. 

Associate professor 
Department of Geography and the Environment  
University of North Texas  
EESAT 210, 1155 Union Circle #305279, Denton, Texas 
76203-5017  
Email: Lu.Liang@unt.edu 
 

Dr. Lu Liang is an associate professor in the Department of Geography and the 
Environment, at the University of North Texas (UNT). She received her bachelor’s 
degree in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) from Beijing Normal University and 
her master in Cartography and GIS from the Institute of Remote Sensing Applications, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences. She received her Ph.D. degree in ecosystem science 
from the University of California, Berkeley. She was awarded the American Society for 
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing scholarship in Remote Sensing in 2013 and UNT 
Presidential early career professor in 2021. She has authored or co-authored over 50 
scientific papers and book chapters, including high impact journals such as the Lancet, 
PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases, Environment International, Remote Sensing of 
Environment. Her research is funded by NSF, NASA, USGS, National Geographic. Her 
work has been cited over 7700 times and her community service focuses on citizen 

mailto:Ziqi.Li@glasgow.ac.uk
mailto:Lu.Liang@unt.edu
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science and K-12 education. She is a member of two Lancet health committees, NSF, 
and NASA panelist. In support of her research project, Dr. Liang is also a certified 
remote pilot. 

 

 

Shaohua Wang, Ph.D. 

Innovation Professor 
The International Research Center of Big Data for 
Sustainable Development Goals (CBAS) 
Key Laboratory of Digital Earth Science, the Aerospace 
Information Research Institute, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences 
Vice Director of the State Key Laboratory of Remote 
Sensing Sciences, AIRCAS 
No.9 Dengzhuang South Road, Haidian District, Beijing 
100094, China 
Email: wangshaohua@aircas.ac.cn 

Shaohua Wang, an Innovation Professor at the Aerospace Information Research 
Institute, Chinese Academy of Sciences (AIRCAS), holds the position of vice director 
of the State Key Laboratory of Remote Sensing Sciences at present. He has worked at 
UCSB, ASU, and UIUC as a research associate from 2016 to 2021. His research is 
focused on cyberGIS (cyber geographic information science and systems), 
spatiotemporal big data analytics, GeoAI, and spatial optimization. Through 
unremitting efforts, he has developed advanced cyberGIS software tools which have 
been widely used by the geospatial community to solve multiple high-impact spatial 
optimization problems for the distribution of urban facilities. His papers published in 
peer-reviewed journals such as the International Journal of Geographic Information 
Science, Future Generation Computer Systems, Sustainable Cities and Society, 
Environment and Planning B: Urban Analytics and City Science, etc. Moreover, He 
successfully sought one of the institutional sponsors of the 25th International 
Geoinformatics Conference held at the University of Buffalo in 2017. If succeed in this 
member election 1) he will contribute himself to expanding the influence of CPGIS, 2) 
he will organize and participate in the CPGIS academic events and activities, 3) he will 
devote to recruiting new members in order to make more and more people learn about 
and develop of CPGIS. 

  

mailto:wangshaohua@aircas.ac.cn
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Siqi Wang, Ph.D. 

JSPS Research Fellow  
Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies 
University of Tokyo 
RM 902, Engineering Building, University of Tokyo, Hongo 
Campus, Tokyo  
Email: siqinwang@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
 

 
Dr Siqin (Sisi) Wang holds the PhD in Geography from University of Queensland, 
Australia (2015-2018), the Master in GIScience from Northern Illinois University, US 
(2009-2011) and the Bachelor in Urban Planning from Sun Yat-Sen University, China 
(2004-2009). In 2011-2015, she worked as the GIS analyst in the Arizona State 
Government, US and GIS manager in IT companies in San Francisco and Hawaii, US 
to gain rich experience in the GIS industry. She worked at University of Queensland as 
a postdoc research fellow in 2018-2019 and associated lecturer in 2020-2022. She is 
currently working as the Japan Society of Promotion of Sciences (JSPS) research fellow 
nominated by Australian Academy of Sciences and funded by JSPS since April 2022. 
Her research interests lie in developing and applying methods and frameworks 
of GIScience (i.e., GIS, remote sensing, spatial analysis and web mapping) and big data 
analytics (e.g., AI, machine/deep learning, and spatial econometrics) to solve real-
world problems in the urban environment, particularly in the domain of human mobility 
and migration, digital health geography, built environment, social vulnerability in 
climatic hazard planning, and human-environment interactions. Since her PhD 
conferral in 2018, she has 46 peer-reviewed journal articles (32 in Q1 journals), as the 
first/co-first/corresponding author in 30 articles. She is the chief/principal investigator 
in four research projects funded by JSPS and Australian Urban Research Institute and 
Network, Department of Transport Seed Theme and the participatory investigator in 
four research projects funded by Australian Research Council. She was awarded as the 
Top 20 Global Cutting-edge Young Scientist (2022) awarded by CPGIS, the First Prize 
and People’s Choice Prize in research showcase at UQ (2015), the Associate of 
American Geographers (AAG) Travel Award (2012) and Best Paper Presentation in 
AAG (2011). She currently acts as the Associate Chair of Future Data Lab affiliated to 
Harvard University, the awarded member of International Geographic Honour Society, 
the editorial board member of International Journal of Digital Earth, the guest editor of 
International Journal of Applied Earth Observations and Geoinformation, and the 
reviewer of +20 international journals. 
 

mailto:siqinwang@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
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Manzhu Yu, Ph.D. 

Assistant professor 
Department of Geography 
Pennsylvania State University 
204 Walker Building, University Park, PA 16802. 
Email: mqy5198@psu.edu 
 

Dr. Manzhu Yu is an assistant professor of GIScience at the Pennsylvania State 
University. She received her bachelor's degree in Remote Sensing from Wuhan 
University in 2012 and a doctoral degree in Earth System and Geoinformation Science 
from George Mason University in 2017. Dr. Yu's research (google scholar) focuses on 
understanding the spatiotemporal dynamics of extreme weather events using advanced 
data-driven methods to combat climate change and its impacts. She is a Co-PI (2019-
2024) at the NSF I/UCRC Spatiotemporal Innovation Center, jointly operated at George 
Mason University and Harvard University. She was recently awarded as 2022 E. 
Willard & Ruby S. Miller Faculty Fellow at Penn State. She is currently serving as the 
Penn State Representative for the University Consortium for Geographic Information 
Science (UCGIS) and an editorial board member for top GIS-related journals, including 
the International Journal of Digital Earth, Science Reports, Frontiers in Big Data, and 
Atmosphere. 

 

Guiming Zhang, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor 
Department of Geography and the Environment 
University of Denver 
Boettcher West, Room 240, 2050 E. Iliff Ave. Denver, CO 80208-
0710 
Email: guiming.zhang@du.edu 

 
Dr. Guiming Zhang is a lifetime member of CPGIS and is currently a tenure-track 
Assistant Professor of GIScience in the Department of Geography and the Environment 
at the University of Denver, after obtaining his Ph.D. in Geography (2018) from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Guiming’s research focuses on volunteered 
geographic information (VGI) and its applications in environmental modeling. He also 
develops high-performance geocomputation techniques to support geospatial big data 
analysis. Guiming has published more than 20 articles in top GIScience journals, 
including the invited topic entry “Volunteered Geographic Information” in the 
Geographic Information Science &amp; Technology Body of Knowledge published 
UCGIS. He is currently serving as Chair of the AAG CyberInfrastructure Specialty 
Group. Guiming is committed to his service to the CPGIS community. Elected (or not), 
he will actively engage with CPGIS activities, for example, to offer local ground-

mailto:mqy5198@psu.edu
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=lsW_i_IAAAAJ&hl=en
mailto:guiming.zhang@du.edu
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support for organizing CPGIS annual dinner at AAG 2023 (Denver). More about 
Guiming can be found at https://guiming.github.io. 

 

Di Zhu, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor 
Department of Geography, Environment and Society  
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
478 Social sciences building, 267 19th Ave St, Minneapolis, 
MN, U.S. 
Email: dizhu@umn.edu 

 

Di Zhu, Assistant Professor of GIScience in the Department of Geography, 
Environment, and Society at the University of Minnesota (2020 – present); Faculty 
member of Minnesota Population Center (2021 – present); Executive committee 
member of the MGIS program at the University of Minnesota; Visiting lecturer at 
SpaceTimeLab, University College London (2018-2019). Ph.D., Cartology and 
GIScience, Peking University (2020); B.S., Geographic Information Systems and B.A., 
Economics, Peking University (2014). My research aims at understanding geographic 
patterns such as spatial distributions and spatial interactions with Intelligent Spatial 
Analytics (ISA), focusing on the human-environment complexities within population, 
urban dynamics, public health, human mobility, spatial networks, socioeconomic 
sustainability, crime, etc. I have authored more than 30 articles in top-level peer-
reviewed academic journals, conference proceedings, and book chapters. I serve as a 
reviewer or a guest editor for over 25 journals and book publishers and was invited as 
a committee member/session chair in conferences such as ACM SIGSPATIAL, AAG, 
and GISRUK. 

 

Rui Zhu, Ph.D. 

Scientist 
Systems Science Department 
Institute of High Performance Computing (IHPC) 
Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) 
1 Fusionopolis Way, #15 Connexis, Fusionopolis, Singapore 
138632 
Email: Felix_Zhu@ihpc.a-star.edu.sg 

 

Dr Rui Zhu is a Scientist at the Institute of High Performance Computing, A*STAR, 
Singapore. Dr Zhu was a Research Assistant Professor at The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University (PolyU) and Postdoctoral Associate at MIT Senseable City Laboratory 
(three years). Dr Zhu obtained his PhD degree from PolyU (Hong Kong, China) with 
an exchange study at Université Laval (Canada), MSc from KTH – Royal Institute of 

https://guiming.github.io/
mailto:dizhu@umn.edu
mailto:Felix_Zhu@ihpc.a-star.edu.sg
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Technology (Sweden), and BSc from Nanjing Normal University (China). Dr Zhu has 
published more than 50 journals and conference papers in the research fields of Solar 
Cities, Urban Environment, and Urban Mobility. Dr Zhu has served as PI/Co-I for many 
academic projects and has been engaging with several academic journals as a guest 
editor, reviewer, and international organizations. 
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Student BOD Nominees 

 

Qingqing Chen 

Ph.D. student 
Department of Geography 
University at Buffalo 
402, 105 Wilkeson Quad, Ellicott Complex, North Campus, 
Buffalo, New York 14261 
Email: qchen47@buffalo.edu 

 

Hello everyone! I am Qingqing Chen, a second-year Ph.D. student in the Department 
of Geography at the University at Buffalo. I study how people use and perceive urban 
spaces by leveraging geocomputational techniques and data informatics.  

During my Ph.D. study, I have published several peer-reviewed papers in well-
respected journals including IJGIS, CEUS, EPB, and JAG, served as a reviewer for 
EPB and PLOS ONE, and presented my research at international conferences, such as 
AAG, GeoSim, GSES & GeoAI-UC, etc.  

CPGIS has played and continues to play an important role in advancing scientific 
development in GIS, providing a platform for great minds to communicate and 
collaborate. I hope that I will have the opportunity to join the CPGIS BOD as a student 
member and make every effort to serve and contribute, in particular, to support our 
female graduate students to reach out, succeed, and contribute in and beyond the GIS 
community. 

 

Jiaxin Du 

Ph.D. student 
Department of Landscape Architecture & Urban Planning 
(LAUP), School of Architecture 
Texas A&M University 
Scoates Hall, Suite 114, Texas A&M University, 789 Ross 
Street, 3137 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-3137  
Email: jiaxin.du@tamu.edu 

 

Jiaxin Du is a doctoral student of urban and regional science at Texas A&M University 
(TAMU), and he received both Bachelor's and Master's Degrees in Geographical 
Information Science at Zhejiang University in China. His research expertise includes 
GeoAI, urban informatics, and spatial decision support. During the past two years, he 
has published in six peer-reviewed journals such as the International Journal of 

mailto:qchen47@buffalo.edu
mailto:jiaxin.du@tamu.edu
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Geographical Information Science, Environment and Planning B, and Transactions in 
GIS. Jiaxin received Robert Raskin Student Paper Award in AAG, Melbern G 
Glasscock Humanities Award in TAMU, and third place in the TAMU Data Science 
competition. He also serves as a Data Science Ambassador at the TAMU Institute of 
Data Science and received multiple department scholarships. He has been the lead-
Student Organizer for 3rd-5th ACM SIGSPATIAL International Workshop on 
Advances in Resilient and Intelligent Cities, where he developed and maintained the 
workshop website. He is the Student Board Director for the Spatial Decision Support 
Consortium, where he contributes to the proposal writings with team members across 
disciplines and institutions. 

 

Weixuan Lyu 

Ph.D. student 
Department of Geography 
University of Connecticut 
AUST 419, 215 Glenbrook Road Unit 4148, Storrs, CT 06269 
Email : weixuan.lyu@uconn.edu 
 

Weixuan Lyu is a Ph.D. student in Geography at the University of Connecticut (UConn). 
She is pursuing a second master’s degree in Allied Health at UConn. Prior to her Ph.D., 
Weixuan received degrees in GIScience from East Stroudsburg University of 
Pennsylvania (MS) and Henan University (BS). Weixuan has been conducting 
interdisciplinary research at the intersection of GIS, community studies, and public 
health. Specifically, her current research focuses on perceived food environments and 
health inequity. Funded by the Africana Studies Institute, Weixuan has been dedicated 
to applying a mixed-method design (e.g., GIS combined with structured surveys and 
interviews) to investigate important social inequity issues, primarily how low-income, 
minority groups (e.g., women of color) have equal and affordable access to healthy food. 
She was awarded the Sigma Xi award for outstanding academic achievement in 2019. 
As a second-year Ph.D. student, she has published one paper in BMC Medical Research 
Methodology. 

  

mailto:weixuan.lyu@uconn.edu
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Yikang Wang 

Ph.D. student 
Bartlett Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis (CASA) 
University College London (UCL). 
90 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1T 4TJ. 
Email: yikang.wang.21@ucl.ac.uk 
 
 

Yikang Wang is a second-year PhD student at Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis 
(CASA), University College London (UCL), supervised by Dr Chen Zhong and Prof 
Michael Batty. He received his BEng in GIS from Wuhan University, followed by an 
MSc in Computational Science at Imperial College London. His research focus on 
urban computing and human mobility using geospatial big data. 

He is passionate to contribute to the CPGIS community. At GISphere, he collaborated 
closely with CPGIS to co-organize GISalon online webinars which cover topics like 
student career development, graduate application, and PhD life. The webinars had 
1,000+ attendees across the world and 170,000+ views of recordings. In addition, as a 
volunteer at CPGIS, Yikang has actively participated in organizing the CPGIS 30th 
Anniversary events. 

Yikang is looking forward to contributing to the CPGIS by continuously facilitating the 
communication between students and teachers, and supporting 2023 CPGIS Annual 
Conference at UCL. 

 

Meiliu Wu 

Ph.D. candidate 
Student Board of Directors Member 
Department of Geography 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
440 Science Hall, 550 N. Park St, Madison, WI 53706 
Email: mwu233@wisc.edu 
 

Meiliu Wu is a second-year Ph.D. student at the Department of Geography, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, where she also earned her Master degree in 2019. Her research 
interest primarily includes Spatial Big Data Analytics, and Machine Learning with 
application domains focusing on human mobility, and urban informatics. She worked 
as a Spatial Data Scientist between 2019 and 2021 at a start-up company. This industry 
experience not only enabled her to gain more practical skills and experience on using 
GIS techniques to solve real-world problems, but also gave her the opportunity to find 
her true career passion – being a dedicated scholar and critical thinker. In particular, she 
enjoyed working as a researcher to explore novel ideas and more possibilities in GIS 
fields, and as an author to spread out the beauty of GIS. Meiliu has published several 
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papers in and served as a reviewer for various GIScience journals and conference 
proceedings (e.g., Scientific Report, Annals of GIS, ACM SIGSPATIAL 2022, ACM 
SIGSPATIAL 2017, IGARSS, and Transactions in GIS). 

 

 

Yiming Zhang 

Ph.D. Student 
Department of Geography 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Bolton Hall 446, 3210 N Maryland Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53211 
Email: zhang432@uwm.edu 
 

My name is Yiming Zhang, a Ph.D. student in the Department of Geography at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. I am writing this letter to nominate myself for the 
BOD Student Member of 2023 & 2024. I first learned about CPGIS 5 years ago as a 
volunteer at the 25th geoinformatics conference of CPGIS. After graduation, I changed 
my major to study GIS. And I learned more about the contributions of CPGIS to the 
development of GIScience. I am glad to join the CPGIS community and serve as the 
assistant on the publication committee of the 28th & 29th geoinformatics conferences of 
CPGIS (2021 & 2022). It is with great pleasure that I respectfully submit this 
nomination for myself to be recognized as the BOD Student Member to better play my 
role in the CPGIS community. 

mailto:zhang432@uwm.edu
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